
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Works in the Public Interest 
Home Page:  www.mcapwa.org 

Present:  Mike Claus, Bob Burns, Dave Cote, Rob Pontau, Steve Johnson, Eric Labelle, 
Megan Bates ,Peter Owen, Dennis Cox, Chip Swan, Robert Seelye, Steve Walker, Shawn 
Bennett. Stewart Sevey, Bob Stevens (Maine Local Roads Center), Pete Coughlan (Maine 
Local Roads Center), 
Directors absent:  Steve Bradstreet, Craig Worth, Mike Bobinsky 
 

1. Call to Order:  Mike Claus called the meeting to order at 12:40 PM at the Elk’s 
Lodge in Waterville, ME. 

 
2.  Approval of March 4, 2011 Meeting Minutes:  Peter Owen made a motion to 

approve the minutes.  Bob Burns seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
3. Reports: 

a. Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Cote stated the current checking balance is 
$10,500 and the Savings is $8,133, so we are looking better.  David noted 
we have $900 in checks outstanding and he just wrote a $1000 check for 
“The Humble Farmer.”  The spring meeting attendance was 173, down a 
little from previous years but still a good turnout.  Bob Burns made a 
motion to accept the report, seconded by Rob Pontau.  Motion Passed 
Unanimously. 

 
b. Delegate Report: Eric Labelle stated APWA was conducting a survey, 

which needs to be completed by April 8, in regards to what kind of outside 
support is needed for local chapters (website) and what types of apps 
could be useful.  Mike Clause stated help with the financials would be 
good.  Eric shared APWA national does offer a service in managing 
investment funds.  The chapter agreed this would not be useful because 
our scholarship funds are already managed by the related colleges. 

 
c. Membership Report:  Steve Johnson stated membership for 2010 was 

down 3.45%, which represents a loss of 7 members.  There is one new 
member and two perspective members.  There are a few delinquent 
members which are all from MDOT.  Pete Coughlan volunteered to check 
on the status of the MDOT group membership. 

 
d. Maine Local Roads (MLR): Pete Coughlan shared that MLR has been 

slow with Nancy not being around.  He thanked the group for the 
recognition in Nancy’s honor at the meeting.  Pete requested a Highway 
Congress Vendor Registration list so he could begin to recruit prizes for 
the event.  Pete shared the new RSMS program is ready for roll out.  The 
theme for the new program is “simple, simple, simple.”  Work Zone 
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Traffic Control is and continues to be very popular.  Pete relayed Bruce Van-Note 
was re-appointed as the deputy commissioner of MDOT.  

 
4. Spring Meeting Review: The group discussed the nature and quality of the program.  

Consensus was the meal was very good.  Abby, who was a unique and different presenter for 
the typical APWA crowd, did a great job.  Mike Clause will put a news item up on the 
website.  Through discussion it was discovered some people did not receive the flyers, which 
may have accounted for the lower attendance.  David will look into the issue. 
 

5. National Public Works Week: Eric Street updated the audience during the spring meeting 
with regards to National Public Works week.  Equipment displays will be set up at the Maine 
Mall and Eric’s crew will visit second grade classrooms to educate students about public 
works.  Mike Clause will send a letter to the governor requesting a proclamation in 
recognition of National Public Works Week.  Steve Johnson inquired as to the whereabouts 
of the MCAPWA trade show display.  Pete Coughlan will check for it at MLR. 
 

6. Roadeo Committee Update:  Steve Walker noted info for the Roadeo will be sent out with 
the mailing for the Highway Congress.  MDOT Fairfield is all set to host the event.  MDOT 
and MTA have been notified.  The committee has discussed whether or not to stick with the 
team format or change to driver only format.  They decided to stick with team format so the 
winners who are sent to nationals will be from the same town or organization. 
 

7. Highway Congress Update:  Bob Burns shared 23 registrations have been turned in.  Burns 
stated he would “buckle down” and start making calls to vendors.  Other organizations, such 
as MAPA, JETCC and Women in Construction have trade shows this month.  The group will 
work to recruit possible new vendors at these other events.  Dave Bernhardt, MDOT 
Commissioner, Has agreed to speak at the Highway Congress.  Mike Clause will talk with 
Walter to confirm the Skowhegan Fairgrounds agreement will remain the same as previous 
years. 

 
8. APWA International Committee with NEAPWA:  Peter Owen stated the last conference 

call was held on March 15.  The committee established a mission of looking into global 
solutions to public works problems and providing technical expertise to other countries. 
National APWA has committed $50,000 to the mission.  The committee hopes to send 3 
people to Toronto for the technology conference. Eric Labelle, Mike Clause and Peter Owen 
will most likely attend.   

 
9. Supervisor Training Update:  Steve Johnson reported 9 people have currently signed up 

and he knows of 4 more interested people.  Cost for this year’s training will be significantly 
lower because the town of Gorham has donated facilities.  Even though costs will be down, 
with so few attendees, it may not be possible to put on the training.  The executive committee 
will have a conference call next week, after the final number of attendees is determined, to 
decide whether or not to cancel training.  Steve Johnson will set up the call and notify the 
committee via email of the date and time. 

 
10. Scholarship Committee:  Dennis Cox is still trying to locate the notebooks with all of the 

information.  Bob Burns thinks he has them. 



 

 
11. Excellence Awards Update:  Craig Worth was not present, but shared via email that 

Monmouth has submitted an application.  He noted it is not uncommon for applicants to 
come in at the last minute. 
 

12. Other Business:  Mike Clause shared that Rich Cebra, State Senator from Naples, has 
sponsored a ‘revised’ culvert law bill.  The bill requires permits for slip lining and requires 1’ 
of pipe embedment.  The group discussed the new law, but did not come up with a consensus 
either in support or against. 

 
Motion to Adjourn by Dave Cote, seconded by Peter Owen.  Meeting adjourned 2:30 P.M. 

 
 
 


